
BEFORE

Crocus Hill Tudor

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Addition  & Ren ovation

Location: Minneapolis

A seamless weav ing of new  into ex isting was  the gu iding principle while adding to
this 1904 Colonial -revival-style fou r-square.   A continuous l ine of vision through
the first floo r spaces creates  the des ired  op en  atmosphere while architectural
detail ing maintains the ap prop ri at e scale from  room to room .  Per iod  detai ls and
materi als were fastidiously researched  an d rec rea ted.

The client had an abundance of formal entertaining space  up fron t, but sou ght a
gather ing space for fam ily that was  oriented to the backyard.  The sol ution  is a
half -round fam ily room that  puts the occu pant virtual ly in the back yard .  This
space is an exce llent sol ution to accommodate for  large  groups in p roximity to the
kitchen.  The recon figured rea r en try fea tures storage for  outerwear  where  there
had been none before .  Al ongs ide the eat ing and entertai ning areas ,  a new  study
was crea ted.

On the third floo r, conver ting two smal l maids’ rooms into a bed alcove allows for
a cedar walk-i n closet  and a living room-sized sitting area.   The new bath features
a terri fic l inen cabinet , twin pedes tal lavatori es , a bathtub and a separa te shower.

Featured  in Old House Journal, May /June 2004

Featured  in Architect ure Minnesota, March/April  2002

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, February/March  2002

Honored with an AIA Honor Award for an Addition & Rem odeling, 2001

Honored with an ASID Award for Residen tial Design, 2001

Lowry Hill  Colonial

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Rem odel

Location: Sai nt Paul

A com plete overhaul of  the inappropriate 1970’s era kitchen brought this space
up to stan dards suitable for  this Arts & Cra fts-style Summit Avenue res idence.
Origi nally designed for use by servants, the kitchen lacked  views to the outside,
suffered from  poor  layout,  an d provided no place  for informal  dining.

Three new windows onto the side yard provide for views an d natural l ight while
complying with Her itage Preser vat ion gu idelines that res trict alterat ion s to street -
faci ng elevat ions.  Des ign of the new workspace layout prov ides am ple cou nter
space  at each work  area, plen ty of storage,  and display for the homeowner’s
co llec tion of antique trays and pot tery.  The design of the tab le and its tuck-under
stool s allows it  to double as both informal family dining and an addition al  prep
area when needed.

The C ra ftsman aest het ic found throu ghout the house w as introd uced into t he newly
rem odeled ki tch en.  D etai ling of the ch erry  cabi net ry an d millwork, g rani te cou nter s,
and maple hard wood  floori ng all  speak  to the principals of  the Ar ts & Craf ts
movement.  New stainless steel  appliances  cat er to more prac tica l purposes , while
rep roduct ion  an d antique lighting maintain the histori c charac ter of  the room.

Featured  in Home Remodeling, Summer 2000

Featured  in Mpls.St .Pau l, Septem ber  1999

Honored with two ASID Awards for Histor ic Preser vation, 1999

Craftsman Kitchen

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Rem odel

Location: Sai nt Paul

Con stru cted by the con tractor  of the Minnesota State Capitol building,  this Beaux
Arts Renaissance-style residen ce  was  once hom e to Sinclai r Lewis.  The current
owners have undertaken a meticulou s res torat ion incl uding updat ing three
bathroom s, which entailed  rep laci ng much of the plumbing in this sol id masonry
building.   Considerable ca re was gi ven  to duplica tion of the or iginal  slab marb le
walls, mat ch ing floo r tile, an d period appropriate fixtures  throughout the hou se.

There has always been a fin ished recreat ion room in the lower level of this 1914
Summit Avenue res idence.   Removal  of the acoustic tile ceil ing,  simulated  wood
wal l panel ing,  an d carp et ing rev eal ed the cu es t o t he ori gina l Art s & Cra fts aest heti c
of the bi ll iard room.  Tech nical modifica tions came in the form  of an  ai r fi ltration
system, re-routing of  surface-mou nted elect ri ca l an d plumbing within decora tive
architectura l el em en ts, rem od el ing of an existing bathroom , an d con struct ion of
a new kitchen.  A flat-panel tel ev ision was  recessed over  the f irep lace,  and the
room was fit ted  with a surrou nd sound au dio system.

Architec tura l features including the wainscot , casework , an d iridized glass panels
combine w ith interi or des ign spec ificat ions to  es tab lish the Craf tsman-s ty le identity
of the room.  Stick ley  furn iture  and mod ern upholstered  pieces  harmonize with
the custom -designed fireplace  screen and pool  table light fixture.   The use of  wal l
stencil ing and other  period elements root  the project  in i ts historic context while
making it a livab le room for today’s family.

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, February 2005

Honored with an ASID Award for Histor ic Preservation, 2005

Arts & Crafts Entertainment Area

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Addition  & Rem od el

Location: Minneapolis

The owners of  this Minneapol is Dutch Col on ial  house were  in need of a great  dea l
more space than was  afforded by the ex isting structure.  Being act ive in pol it ics,
the clien ts often had occasion to entertai n up to several  hundred  peop le.
Accommodating ga ther ings of  this magnitude required nea rl y doubling the square
foot age of  the f irs t f loor .  Spatial  concer ns dictated that  people i n prep arat ion areas
of the kitchen be able to converse with guests.  The kitchen island doubles as a
buffet , complete with drawers custom-designed for spec ific party supplies .
Circulat ion  between the l iving, family, and dining rooms is now unimpeded, and
kitchen traffic is red uced by a co ffee stat ion and conven iently placed  cabinet for
glassware.

With i ts ample counter  space , t runca ted elliptica l island with accompanying soffit,
and a passageway  l ined with bookshel ves  for  cookb ooks , the kitchen is decided ly
modern.  However, the oak cabinet ry  mat ch ing the oak  trim occurring in the rest
of the house serves as a unifying factor.

The complete second stor y addition houses  a bedroom  suite.   A mudroom, deck,
bathroom , and barbecu e were all  incl uded in the final phase of the pro jec t.

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, August/Sep tem ber 1996

Honored with an ASID Award for Kitchen Des ign, 1996

Honored with a Sub-Zero Refrigeration Award for Kitchen Des ign, 1995

Minneapolis  Modern

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Rem odel

Location: St. Paul

Plans for  a simple kitchen renovat ion evol ved  into a two-phase major rem od el  of
this High land Park residence.  Likel y buil t as  a star ter-home, the owners’ needs
had outgrown a house in a loca tion they loved.  Since the rea l issue was not one
of size, but rat her of layout and flow,  the dec ision was made to remod el  rat her
than to move . The floo r plan o f the house was almos t entirel y reor ganized.  A first -
floo r bedroom became the dining area , a more functional ki tchen  supplanted the
ori ginal dining room, an d the kitchen was  transformed into a fam ily room. The
opening o f the main l iving s paces  on to o ne an other has r esulted in a m ore s paci ous
feel ing throughout the building.

At the top of the re located st ai r, a new study alcove prov ides a grea t place  to do
homework.  The second f loor  dormer ad dition created  a much-desired master
bedroom sitting area an d expan ded closet s. Other  work incl uded two bathroom
updat es  and new  finishes  throu ghout the residence .

This proj ect  is a terr ific e xam ple of  good  des ign transcen ding t he budget  thres hold.
The use of simple,  hones t  mater ial s that are appropriate to the scal e an d vintage
of the house resulted in a well-designed project while containing cos ts. Som e of
the material choices such as plas tic laminate countertop s an d Marmoleum floors
allowed for  the incl usion of cu stom  cabinet ry and other valued expenses.  Design
features include:  a pantry, an en ter tainment center, and a buil t-in wal l unit in the
family room  that doubles as  a back entry  closet.

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, August/Sep tem ber 1999

1950s Cape Cod

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Exter ior Recon stru ct ion

Location: St. Paul

Loca ted in Histor ic Day ton’s Bluff, this s imple Stick-Style Victori an had los t near ly
all  of  its or iginal  decorative feat ures , including the ent ire front  porch.  A survey
of the neighborhood  yielded  information  ab out how porches  of  similar buildings
had been con figured.  Further investigation revea led fou r original  foot ings which
defined  the foot -p ri nt of the reconstructed porch .

Built upon these  ori ginal  pier s,  the n ew wood  porc h is com posed of  turned col umns
and balusters .   The spindle val an ce  and a double top rai l ackn ow ledge bot h an
ear l ier hei ght while complying with current code.

Fur ther i nvest igati ve d emol ition sugg est ed that  a seco nd-f loor, windowless bathroom
over  the front door hadn’t a lways been  there .  As the f loor and wal ls were  removed,
it became clear  that  the room was  the former  site of an upper-level  porch .  Now
res tored , this small perch  af fords spec tacu lar views of the ri ver  valley beyond.
The building has  been painted in period-appropriate co lors, and des ign  was
devel oped within the guidelines of  the local  Heri tage  Preservat ion  district.

Honored with a Saint Paul HPC Award for Restorat ion , 1996

Dayton’s Bluff Victorian

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Rem odel & Addition

Location: Minneapolis

Con stru cted in 1912 for Dr. Osca r Owre , this Pra irie Style house was  des ign ed by
the Minneapolis firm of  Pu rcell  & Elmslie.   Hav ing weathered man y yea rs and
insen sitive remodeling, the building was in need of  a com plete res toration.  In
ord er t o maintain the h istori c i ntegri ty of  the ho me, al l work was done i n acco rdance
with the gu idel ines of the Minneapolis Her itage Preservation  Com mission as well
as the Secretary  of Interi or  Stan dards for  Histori c Preser vation.

Repairs  to the roof  an d stucco were  req uired on the exterior, and the or igi nal
cypress was res tored.  Inside,  the very  smal l kitchen had suffered  an unfortunate
ren ovation in the 1950’s, in which hal f of i t was given over to a firs t  floor bat h.
Cues for the style and materials of  the new kitchen were  taken from the birch
butler’s pantry, which was stil l  intac t.  A counter height tab le doubles  as extra
workspace, which had to be max imized .  Recessing the ref ri ge rat or  into the wall
provided a few more  preci ou s inches.

Other i nter ior  serv ice s included t he comp lete r emod el ing of t wo bathrooms , furniture
consultations,  and finish and co lor  spec ificat ions including reproduction of  per iod
furniture an d stencil ing.   Cl eaver ar ran gement of mechanica l upgrades allow  for
discreet  ai r condition ing.  The result of this careful restorat ion  is a home that  is
once again wor thy of i ts Prai rie School  legacy.

Honored with a Minneap ol is HPC Award for Restorat ion , 1997

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, August/Sep tem ber 1996

Honored with an ASID Award for Histor ic Preser vation, 1996

Preservat ion  All iance of  Minnesota Award for Residen tial Restora tion,  1995

Purcell & E lmslie Restoration

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Addition

Location: Saint Paul

Situated in the side yard of a High land Park Colonial  Revival  home, this sunroom
addition mee ts the spat ial needs of a growing family while harmonizing with the
scal e,  prop or tion,  & detai ling of  the building.  Opening from the living room an d
designed to be a l ink to the garden, the ad dit ion does double-duty as  a sitting
roo m and  study area.   Wood  panels,  fenest rat ion, an d ext eri or  deta ils ar e i n-keep ing
with per iod  prop or tion,  as  is the f lat roo f.

Inter ior features include a buil t-in window seat, bookshelves, and a desk.  The
heated  Fren ch cl ay  t ile f loor  has a beeswax finish,  an d a pergola to the south
provides the entry with shade an d serves as a tre l lis for cl imbing plants.

Highland Park Sunroom

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: New Residence

Location: Fargo,  Nor th Dako ta

Design ed by Mark Nelson, AIA

The needs of a growing modern  family and an affinity for traditional homes  drove
the design of  this 10,000 square foo t Fargo residence.  In order to prov ide the
neces sary  modern con veniences  while maintaining a  trad itional  feel , al l mech anica l
systems were ca ref ully woven into a Craftsman Style framework .

Hori zontal l ines  and ban ds of windows hint at the prairie pas t of  the site.  Shed
dormers  serve to minimize the impact  of  the large roo f as well as further  the
ref lect ion of the surrou nding hori zon tal  lan dscape.  An additional  con nec tion  to
the location is made by the use of nat ive field stone at  the base of the stru cture .
Natural  materials also def ine the interi or, with random  plank ash floor s and alder
cabinet ry  and mil lwork bring the warmth of  the countryside indoors .  Exteri or vi ews
are  framed by pra iri e style windows.  Cast  iron gri llwork and custom fixtures  add
the finishing touches.

Though a tradit ional feel is evoked  by the use of natura l mater ial s, the floor  plan
is deci dedly modern  in its  op enness,  and no modern  conven ience  has been  spared .
In the ki tchen, state of  the ar t applian ces are  ful ly integra ted into the cab inetry.
Althou gh  the house is buil t on a floodplain, a basement has  been made possible
with the use of  flood proof  construction and en gineered fi ll .

Dakota House

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Proj ec t Type: Addition  & Rem od el ing

Location: Minneapolis

As w ith many large houses  built in the first par t o f the las t century, the separat ion
of family and servan t spaces poses common  prob lems for modern  families .  This
1928 dwell ing, which was placed  on  the National Regi ster as an outstanding
exam ple of the Mediterranean  Vil la Style, suffered such mal ad ies.  The kitch en
was  da rk an d inhos pitab le,  while ot her f irst  f loor r oom s were ver y f orm al .  Ac cess ing
the unused servants’ quarters  required a t rek throu gh  the garage .

The program was  to create a large , user- friendly kosher kitchen and an informal
family room  al lowing for ch i ldren ac tivi ties in close proximity to mea l preparation.
Informal  family dining in the ki tchen, a h ome of fice a nd improved gues t entry from
the auto court were  also con sidered .  Of  great  concern was the integr ity of  the
or iginal  bui lding,  which rem ained largel y intact  since  its con struct ion.  The so lution
invol ved connec ting the main house to the chauffer  quar ters, construction  of  a
new stai r tower, and remodeling the kitchen to provide for modern  convenien ces
while maintaining the st reamlined, Art Deco sen sibi li ties  of the original  interi or
design aesthetic.

Inter ior materi al choices  take their cue from  the histori c hou se.   In the kitch en ,
curly maple cabinets with stai nless steel inlay  reca ll  the cabinets of the or iginal
ki tchen.  The l imestone floor s, team ed with Ven et ian plaster  walls, finish the solid
masonry construction of  the building.  In keeping with Heritage  Preservat ion
guidel ines , the ad dition is subord inat e t o t he o riginal  bu ilding; i ts scal e an d mass ing
are compat ible.   Materi als were selected to coordinate w ith the 1928 construct ion,
yet be distinct  enough that  cl ose observation  al lows one to distingu ish the new
from the original.

Featured  in Architect ure Minnesota, May /June 2004

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, December/Jan uary  2004

Featured  in Midwes t Hom e & Garden, Oct ober/Novem ber  2003

Honored with an ASID Award for Kitchen Des ign, 2003

Lake Harriet Villa

PRO JECT PRO FILE

Project Type: Renovation

Location: Minneapolis

All aesthetic connections between this kitchen and the 1920’s Mediterranean Style
house containing it were destroyed in a 1970’s remodel, which consisted of stainless
steel walls and ceil ings, dark plywood cabinets, and grey commercial carpeting.
The room was dark and uninviting, the work plan and traf fic flow were a disaster,
and there was no view from the breakfast area.

By reorganizing the space and placing the breakfast room buffet and banquette
near the dining room, the cook’s domain is free of  the cross-traffic that i t once
suffered.  A contiguous countertop work surface and large island serve to improve
the function of the kitchen. The sol id masonry construction of the house made the
incorporation of new plumbing, electrical and other mechanical i tems especial ly
challenging.

Drawing from detai ls and finishes found throughout the residence, the kitchen was
completely redefined. The painted flat-panel cabinets are accented with dark-
stained moldings that match the new stained doors, counter, and table tops.
Decorative cut-outs evoke the look of kitchens contemporary with the construction
of the house, while defining the bench end panels, partit ions, and even serving
to allow for introduction of air-conditioning into the room. The fir ceil ing at the
breakfast room helps to define that space as a special place, and the custom-
designed stencil highlights the frieze that organizes the kitchen ceil ing. The result
is a kitchen that is based in historic precedent, but also meets the funct ional
demands of an active twenty-f irst century family.

Featured in This Old House, January/February 2002

Honored with an ASID Award for Kitchen Design, 2001

Honored with an ASID Award for Design is in the Detai ls, 2001

Honored with a Nat ional Qualif ied Remodeler Kitchen Design Award, 2001

Featured in the Saint Paul Pioneer Press, August 22, 1996

Minnehaha Creek Kitchen

PROJECT PROFILE

Proj ec t Type: Res torat ion

Location: Minneapolis

Prom inent Minneapolis architect  Wil liam Channing Whitney, des ign er  of several
houses on Mount Curve  Avenue as well  as the Minnesot a Governor’s Res idence,
designed this 9000 square  foot El iot Park home for the Will iam H. Lee fam ily in
the mid 1880’s.  Unfortunatel y, i t was  divided  into apartments not  long af ter  the
turn of  the century.  The struct ure then  fell  into a state of ex treme disrepair over
several decad es  of neg lect.  With the inten tion of res tor ing it to a singl e fam ily
dwel l ing,  the c urre nt owner  purch ased  the building and invited David He ide D esi gn
Studio to facil itate the project .

Exterior design changes  were aimed at restori ng the ori gi nal appea ran ce  of the
building.  Photos  dating back almos t to the ori gi nal construction, obtained at The
Nort hwest Arch itectural  Arch ives, aided our endeavor.  An ex tremely dilap idated
wood framed porch  with a copper  roof  was completely rebuilt and every at tem pt
is being made to res tore w indows an d skyl ights to  al l o rigi na l l ocat ions.   Co nformity
with al l Heri tage P res er vat ion Com mission gu idel ines will be maintained throughout
the project.

Inside, c omplete d emol ition do wn to t he st uds rev eal ed more c lues  as  to  the or igina l
layout and nature of  the building.   Gas lines  indicat e where light fi xtures had been,
and althou gh  the house was buil t on ly a few yea rs af ter  the invention of  the ligh t
bulb, DC wiring was  present.  Modern  mechanical  systems, including in-floor
heating and forced ai r cooling system s, are  painstak ingl y hidden and woven  into
the design.  Inter ior detai ling and the sel ec tion of period furnishings and finishes
are  ongoing.

Honored with a Minneap ol is HPC Award for Rehabili tat ion, 2003

Ell iot Park Flats

PRO JECT PRO FILE

harmon moore nakasone margulies thornton cohodes peterson

albrecht conway ford greenfield jackson lazaretti

BEFOR E

AFTER

Project Type: Renovation

Location:  Saint Paul

This Victorian home in Saint Paul suffered from a common condition for houses
built at the time.  All four second floor bedrooms were serviced by a single bathroom.
Sometime during the li fe of the house, this one bathroom had been remodeled in
a fashion that was not in keeping with the overall  aesthetic of the building.  Millwork
profiles did not match, and materials were in discord.  The clients wanted a steam
shower added to the program, and a stacked washer and dryer were to be worked
into an adjacent closet.

Although no exterior changes were made to the house, interior window casings
were replaced to match original windows.  A silver plated console lavatory with a
carrera marble top stands next to a beautiful new porcelain pedestal bathtub.  The
custom-built linen cabinet serves as storage for bathroom necessit ies and does
double duty as a vanity.  Mirrors placed inside the cabinet doors provide easy
access and use of hair dryers and curl ing irons.  The ti le wainscot, with its marble
cap and base,  gives the impression of  something that might always have been
present.  Marble also cases the shower enclosure, into which a steam unit  has
been discreetly incorporated.  In-floor heat keeps the black granite and carrera
marble flooring at a comfortable temperature.    Although this bathroom is stil l the
only one on the second floor, the lavish materials and careful detai ling make it not
only up to the task, but wholly appropriate to the style and vintage of this beautiful
residence.

Crocus Hill Victorian

PROJECT PROFILE

Project Type: Remodel

Location:  Orono

The owners of this large stucco house needed a drastic update to their living room.
Although a fireplace was present, it was tucked in the corner and had no mantel.
Rendered more unsight ly by a haphazardly placed stone surround, the need to
update this feature was obvious.  Alongside the fireplace sat an entertainment
center that was both convoluted and outdated.  Our cl ients needed both of these
features to be unified and streamlined.

The solution began with centering the fireplace on the wall, making it the prominent
feature of the room.  A glass mantel is gently il luminated from behind by fiber
optics that are discreetly placed within the cabinetry.  The tile surround is composed
of one inch square ti les by Oceanside Glassti le, which are made from recycled
glass and given an iridized finish.   These tiles offer a stunning and variable array
of reflective properties, depending on the level and directness of available lighting.
Hidden within the sleek maple cabinets are a plasma TV, a surround sound stereo
system, and storage for various types of media.   The resulting composition fulfil ls
all  of  the client ’s pract ical needs, and provides the modern aesthetics to match.

Modern Suburban

PROJECT PROFILE

Project Type: Renovation

Location:  Minneapolis

This charming bungalow, situated in a quiet South Minneapolis neighborhood, had
a front entry that was not in harmony with the Craftsman ideals that guided its
inception.  The windows were inoperable and of the wrong style for the house.
There was no covered entry, and the lack of any landing in front of the door made
gett ing inside more difficult than necessary.

As the problem was more complex than a simple refurbishing could remedy, the
existing entry was completely demolished.  The new entry has a stoop that is much
longer than its predecessor, affording one a place to stand while opening the door.
This area is covered by the extended roof, which is supported by beams built to
match those on the roof of the main house.  Munt ins on the new windows reflect
those on the rest of the house, and their operabil ity al lows for ventilation of the
airlock.

Minneapolis Bungalow

PROJECT PROFILE

gadient schommer melmer damon

BEFORE

AFTER

Ph oto s 2 & 3  cou rtesy  of Ka ren Me lvin. Ph oto  2 co urtes y of Ale x S te inb erg. Ph oto s co urtes y o f A lex  Steinb erg . Ph oto s co urtes y o f A lex  Steinb erg . Photos courtesy of Karen Melv in.

Photos 2, 3 & 4 courtesy of Karen Melvin.

Photo 2 courtesy of Karen Melv in .

AFTER

Project  Type : New Residence

Locat ion:  Fargo , North Dakota

Designed by Mark Nelson, AIA

The cl ients for this new Oxbow residence needed their  home to serve as a
showcase fo r their  extens ive  ar t  co l lect ion.   As hosts  to  many fund-raising
events, they also needed the abili ty to accommodate large gatherings.  A 3,000
square foot  layout obl igated Mark  Nelson, the architec t for the project ,  to  use
al l  avai lable space to  i ts ful l  potent ial.  An open f loor plan provides a spacious
feel;  however int imacy within indi vidual spaces is  mainta ined.  Pr ivate areas
necessarily  remain so, and Nelson’s custom designed furnishings and cabinetry
can be found throughout the res idence.

Al though thi s house  draws heav i ly  on the Pra irie School aesthet ic,  modern
building materials and technologies are evident throughout.   Zoned heating and
cooling systems are control led digital ly.  Data and communication systems have
been integrated, as have the audio/video and security systems.  Lighting controls
are also programmable.  In order to insure that the appropriate level of precision
and detail  were brought to the project , f in ish work and general contract ing were
completed by Mark and the cl ients.

Due to i ts  location on the f lood plain of  the Red River of the North, the building
was threatened on several occasions.   Adding a s tone  and concrete protect ive
wall  al levia ted this problem.  An outdoor sculpture terrace,  addit ional
entertainment space , and another garage were  a lso  added as a  par t of  this
revis ion.   As a result  of  thi s new construc tion, the house now sits  on a water
table,  visual ly  anchoring the  s tructure and ty ing it to the  landscape.  The
addit ional interior  and exterior  l iving spaces a lso gi ve the building greater
presence on the  s ite.

Oxbow Residence

PROJECT PROFILE

Ph oto  cou rtesy  of Mark  Antho ny.


