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Historic Summit Avenue Condo

Project Type: Renovation & Restorat ion  

Location: Saint Paul, Minnesota

PROJECT PROFILE

The decorat ive arts are al ive and wel l  in this histor ic Summit Avenue 
condominium. Buil t  in 1913 as a single-family residence, the house was 
divided into three condos, one per f loor, in the 1970s. In the process, 
or iginal detai ls were destroyed and the f loor plan signif icantly changed. 
The east wing was added and the layout of the west wing was altered in 
an awkward manner, making i t  less functional.

Our goal was to restore the histor ic architectural integri ty of the interiors 
whi le adding modern amenit ies in sensit ive manner. 

With so many original detai ls removed, restorat ion required substantial  
research to determine the original aesthetics. We studied histor ic bui lding 
documents from city and county archives and photos of the residence, 
and also examined other houses by the same bui lder to help us under-
stand what detai ls had been removed. Looking beneath the 1970s 
sheetrock revealed evidence of transoms and other detai ls that had been 
covered up or removed, as wel l  as a beauti ful solar ium with elaborate 
brick, which had been hidden for years.  

The new design work features a level of f inish and detai l  in keeping with 
(and bui lding on) the histor ic precedent. An updated layout includes a 
new kitchen in what was previously the formal dining room, as wel l  as a 
new master suite in the east wing and a guest room/off ice area in the 
west wing.


