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For more than hall a century, a rather unremarkable cot-
tage on Pelican Lake in northern Minnesota had suited its
family well. But as the family's children began to have chil-
dren of their own, the tiny, dated vacation home begged lor
more than a mere addition or renovation—it needed 1o be
completely reimagined,

Timeless style, excellent craltsmanship, and an abun-
dance of versatile spuces were the homeowners™ nuin
requirements to ensure the cottage would serve their needs
for generations to come. Plus, the new structure had 1o
mesh with other Likefront structures, a mix of tiny cabins
from the 1920s through 19305, as well as larger, more recent
homes. “Pelican Lake is still Alled with ma-and-pa. cabin-at-
the-lake sort of people,” says designer David Heide, who
along with a team of architects, designers, and artisans de-
veloped this Art and Crafts-inspired retreat on a site where
Northern forest meets prairie.

AL just over 3,500 square feet, the stone and cedar-
shingle home is about quality, not size. “The family wanted

a simple, humble cottage—Dbut with amazir ctails.” Heide
ple, humble cottage—Dbut with amazing details.” Heid
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says. Collaborating with structural architect Mark Nelson,
Heide concentrated on designing o modern floor plan
that worked with the cottage’s established Toundation and
then filling the space with natural materials and carefully
crafted details,

To celebrate the home's surroundings and satisty the
homeowners™ aesthetics, Heide drew inspiration from ¢las-
sic California homes built by brothers Charles and Henry
Greene from 1903 to 1909, Their homes embody the Arts
and Crafis style, with handmade  detailing and  respect
for materials.

The Greene brothers” most profound  influence on
the project, however, may be the idea of construction as
a decorative element: Rafters, joists, beams, and braces
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